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IECC Winter Party 

Saturday, January 10th, Linda & Tanyaôs House 

 

 Dog Fanciers IECC Fun Match 

Sunday, January 18, 2026, SDTC 

 

 Collie Club of Washington and Overlake Collie 

Club Specialty Shows 

January 23rd-25th 2026, Monroe, WA 

 

 Dog Fanciers IECC Fun Match 

Sunday, February 8, 2026, SDTC 

 

 AKC Obedience/Rally Trials 

February 14 ï 15, 2026, SDTC 

 

 AKC Scentwork Trial 

February 21 ï 22, 2026, SDTC 

 

 Dog Fanciers IECC Fun Match 

Sunday, March 8, 2026, SDTC 

 

 Scentwork Seminar March 20 ï 22, 2026 

Lincoln County Fairgrounds 

 

  

 

Stepping Out 

Collies ŜŭŠ şŪŢşŪŨ°Ů 

Fred Astaire and 

Ginger Rogers®

intelligent, forgiving, 

biddable, with agile, 

lithe bodies that can 

master the most 

intricate steps. And 

they do it all with 

grace and a willing 

heart. That they are 

stunningly beautiful 

şŪŠŮũ°ů ţŰŭů, ŠŤůţŠŭ. 

When they turn, and 

the fur is flying, it 

wows the crowd. I get 

10 points just walking 

out with them.  

~Toni Bailey  on 

Dog Dancing  

 



 

IECC NOVEMBER OBEDIENCE/RALLY TRIALS 

 

 

 

uch gratitude is extended to everyone who made this event such a wonderful 

success. The Rally Trial was nearly full, and the Obedience Trial even had a waiting 

list! Judge Charlotte Mielziner was a joy to be aroundðher support for the 

participants included a spontaneous and informative talk during a break that everyone 

appreciated. 

We are deeply grateful to our Collie Club members who helped with setup, teardown, and ring 

stewarding: Teri Liechty, Ali Seeber, Kristen Deitrick, and, of course, Tanya and Linda Ward. 

Special thanks to Suzanne Schwab for transporting Charlotte from the airport to her hotel and to 

Teri Liechty, who not only ferried Charlotte to and from the trials each day but also picked her 

up at 4 AM on Monday to take her to the airport. Also, thanks to Sherry McCauley for 

managing hospitality, and to Sally Wells, a dedicated collie handler from Oregon, who played a 

key role throughout the weekend, especially in setting Rally courses on Friday to ensure the 

trial ran smoothly. And although not a collie club member, the club offers many thanks to Barb 

Benner, who served as trial secretary and always keeps us on track. 

The trials were a great success, with many folks saying lots of good things. And we had some 

wonderful things happen: Four dogs started their obedience careers by earning Beginner Novice 

titles. Other titles awarded included: 

¶ Two Companion Dog (CD) titles 

¶ Two Companion Dog Excellent (CDX) titles 

¶ One Graduate Novice (GN) title 

¶ One Graduate Open (GO) title 

¶ One Utility Dog (UD) title 

 

Sherry French and her young Standard Schnauzer, Flare, were High in Trial both days in 

Obedience. This is a young team, and they have a bright future ahead. Sally Wells with her collie 

Rena, was High Combined (All-Breed) on Sunday and High In Trial collie on Sunday. Gene Daspit 

and Corrie earned their Obedience Masters 1 title on Sunday, and we had a few 1st Rally Advanced 

Excellent titles. The weekend was capped off with Barb Benner and Rivet earning their Obedience 

Trial Championship! All in all, it was an exciting weekend for our local obedience enthusiasts, 

whose ongoing support makes these events so special. 
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I did a Rally retirement run with Elsa in Rally 

Choice on Friday with cakes and tears. It has 

been a very unexpected and wonderful journey 

with this girl. Chocolate cake with ñDare To 

Dreamò and white cake with ñThanks For The 

Journey. Sherry was keeping track of which cake 

would be gone first - it was the white cake!  

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE. Linda  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sherry and Flare 



My First Collie 
by Dot Newkirk, Cambric Collies 

 

aving grown up with Lassie 

and Rin Tin Tin, when my 

husband asked about 

getting a dog, I said, òCould 

we get a Collie or a German Shepherd?ó 

and he said either was fine. Not 

knowing how to go about getting a 

purebred dog, we decided to ask at the 

Washington State University College 

of Veterinary Medicine. They happened 

to know a senior vet student who was 

looking for a home for the dog from his 

senior project about elbow dysplasia in 

German Shepherds. We made 

arrangements to meet Carl and the 

dog. We then ended up with a 7-month-

old Shepherd and papers to register her 

with the AKC. When purchasing her 

first food and water bowls, a leash, a 

collar, and food, the grocery store 

checker said, òAh, new dog owners,ó 

and asked about the breed and where 

we got her. It happened that she knew 

Carl and owned a Shepherd, too. I told 

her that I knew nothing about training, 

and we were in luck---she was the 

obedience instructor for our local parks 

and recreation department. I signed 

up, and we embarked on our training 

journey. We learned a lot from Kelly 

and about dog behavior from Kelly. 

Kelly ended up earning her CD and 

CDX titles. I didnõt go on because I 

noticed that jumping put a strain on 

her elbows, and I didnõt want to cripple 

her. I ended up joining the local kennel 

club, and eventually the local Collie 

Club, Collie Club of America, and the 

American Working Collie Club. I held 

many offices in the local all-breed club 

and the Spokane Collie club, as the 

district director in Washington for the 

Collie Club of America, and the 

permanent trophy chair in the local all-

breed club. Many years later, at a 

continuing education conference at the 

WSU College of Veterinary Medicine, I 

ran into Carl and was able to tell him 

about Kelly, her titles, and how much 

we had enjoyed and loved her. 

In one of my college classes, I met 

a girl who brought her large male 

tricolor Rough Collie to class. He was 

very well trained and would sleep 

through class. There is a funny story 

about him in class, but Iõll save that for 

another time. Jen was training him for 

advanced obedience titles and had 

training equipment. We became 

training partners. I told her I wanted to 

get a Collie. Since she was planning a 

litter, we got one of her pups. She was 
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a sable and white pup with a white 

patch on her neck, so we named her 

Patches, Sunrise (Jenõs kennel name) 

Patchwork Delight.  

Patches earned her CD in short 

order, and we started Open training. 

Because I noticed dogs not finding the 

dumbbell during the retrieve exercise, 

due to a bad bounce or tall grass, I told 

Patches that if I said the dumbbell was 

out there, I wasnõt lying. To this end, I 

deliberately practiced bad throws. At 

one trial, it turned out to be a good 

decision. On the Retrieve Over the 

Jump, the dumbbell bounced to the 

back gate way to the right of the jump. 

I sent Patches out, and since she didnõt 

see the dumbbell right away, she gave 

me a òWell, WHERE is IT? look. I 

couldnõt give her another command, 

but she went up on her tiptoes and 

started looking in a wider swath. 

Suddenly, she saw it, froze, and then 

retrieved it. Unfortunately, the judge 

and I were both wearing a blue 

pantsuit. Patches started heading back 

but mistook the judge for me. By the 

time she realized her mistake and saw 

me, she was out of line for the jump. 

She knew she had to go over the jump, 

so she took it at a diagonal and came 

back to me. By the time the judge said, 

òExercise Finished,ó though it had 

taken mere minutes for all this to 

happen, it seemed like forever. We got 

a round of applause from the 

spectators, and I hugged Patches. We 

ended up in the ribbons. I donõt 

remember the place, but at that point, 

who cares? Later, a friend told me that 

she could see the wheels turning in 

Patchesõ mind as she figured out the 

problems. I should never have doubted 

her intelligence, after all, her sire was 

Dubie, Am/Can Ch OTCh Shoreham 

Dubious Delight TD Can CD, the First 

OTCh Collie in AKC history. éand as 

Paul Harvey would say, ònow you know 

the rest of the story.ó 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CCA Western Herding Regionals: 

A Brief History  

By Suzanne Schwab 

 

s I was compiling photos for a quick 

summary of the results of this 

yearôs Collie Club of America 

Western Herding Regionals, I came 

across pictures from past regionals, which 

sent me on a trip down Memory Lane back to 

the origin of the CCA Herding Regionals and 

their evolution over the past 18 years.  The 

CCA National Specialties are always held in 

the spring to showcase rough collies at the 

time of the year when most of them are in 

their fullest coat.  From a herding 

perspective, spring is the least favorable time 

of year to hold trials. Fields across half the 

nation are either quagmires or still snow-

covered, making them unsuitable for herding 

activities. Additionally, spring coincides with 

the peak of lambing season, which makes it 

harder to find suitable flocks of sheep to hold 

trials.  

 

So, starting sometime around 2006, the 

Working Collie Committee of CCA began 

discussion of holding a series of CCA-

sponsored regional trials in late summer or 

early autumn, to highlight the working ability 

of our herding collies at their optimum time 

of year.  Of course, there are other all-breed 

herding trials throughout the year, but our 

hope was that by making the event a collie 

specialty and by having the event sponsored 

by our national breed club instead of local 

clubs, we would encourage broad 

participation and build camaraderie within 

the small but dedicated group of collie  

 

herding enthusiasts and provide a welcoming 

atmosphere for novice collie herders.  

 

 Our original plan was to have events 

held each year in the eastern, central, and 

western US, and have locations rotate within 

those regions from year to year to hopefully 

give people who wanted to participate an 

opportunity to have an event within a 

reasonable distance every two or three 

years.  The first three Regionals were held in 

2008, in Caldwell ID, Tulsa OK, and 

Birdsboro PA.  Enthusiasm ran pretty high 

for a couple of years, and locations rotated 

within each region as we had hoped.  But by 

about 2011 or so, there was no group in the 

central US willing to host the Regionals, and 

Regionals have been held in the Eastern US 

sporadically since about 2015.  Iôm happy to 

say we have managed to keep the Western 

Regionals perking along reliably for 18 years 

now. In the early years we tried to rotate 

locations to promote participation from other 

parts of the western US, starting in southern 

ID (Caldwell), then southern WA (Battle 

Ground), then joined up with the Central 

group to hold an entire week of trials in 

Colorado, back to Battle Ground, back to 

Caldwell, then eventually a bit further north 

to Olympia WA.  We drew participants from 

Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Washington, and 

British Columbia to the first Caldwell trial, 

and for our first trial in Battle Ground, some 

of the Oregon and California herding 

contingent also joined us. For the past 8 
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years, weôve stuck with our location at Fidoôs 

Farm in Olympia mainly because it is the 

closest herding location to the people who are 

doing the bulk of the work putting on the 

event.  So, along with Jeanine Blaner in 

Helena, MT, Maria Siebeck in Livingstone, 

MT, and Sally Wells in Newberg, OR. Iôd 

like to acknowledge all those IECC members 

who have supported the CCA Western 

Herding Regionals over the years with their 

entries and their time and effort. Current 

members who have lent a hand include John 

Czarnek, Barb Flaherty, Teri Leichty, Sherry 

McCauley, and Eileen and Ric White, who 

have helped with timing and scribing for 

judges, running score sheets, and being 

general go-fers wherever needed. Barb, 

Sherry, Ric and Eileen deserve special 

mention for making the long trip to Olympia 

even when they werenôt running any dogs in 

the event themselves. Melinda Barber has 

supported the event with entries of her own 

dogs, and importantly, has promoted the 

Regionals by organizing several ñcollie 

herding campsò before the Regionals to give 

newcomers an opportunity to practice the 

skills they and their collies need to 

successfully participate in the instinct tests 

and trials. Judy Garbarino and Janie 

Nafsinger from southern ID each hosted a 

regional or two at their farms, and both 

judged for us multiple times. In the early 

years, I coordinated with CCA, hired judges, 

worked with the owners of our event sites, 

handled livestock at trials and set up courses 

when needed, arranged hospitality for 

workers and exhibitors, raised and 

transported ducks to the trials, and ordered 

and delivered trophies for several 

years.  Since 2016, Linda Ward has taken 

over coordinating the event with CCA, 

managing the budget, hiring judges, ordering 

ribbons, and, in recent years, raising and 

transporting some of the ducks we use for the 

trials 

 

  As usual this year, Linda, Jeanine, 

Eileen, Barb, Teri, Jeanine, Maria and I were 

on hand to carry out our traditional tasks 

before, during, and after the trials. We had a 

nice entry of new collies in the instinct test, 

and it was very exciting to see some folks 

move up to the HT and PT level tests, 

indicating that the summer collie herding 

camps are having a positive effect on 

peopleôs skill and confidence.  Over the 

course of four trials, Jeanineôs very calm and 

thoughtful collie Mircea dominated the 

started level of classes with two High in 

Trials and two Reserve HITs. Mariaôs 

conformation star Titan picked up a HIT, and 

a Reserve HIT, and Suzanneôs Torrey also 

captured one of the pretty RHIT rosettes with 

a nice run in the intermediate level open field 

B-course, and Barb, Linda, Melinda, 

Suzanne, and Teri all came home with new 

titles on collies either owned or bred by 

them.  You can check out the details on our 

website at  

 

https://www.inlandempirecollieclub.com/cca

-regional-herding-trial-1. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.inlandempirecollieclub.com/cca-regional-herding-trial-1
https://www.inlandempirecollieclub.com/cca-regional-herding-trial-1


 

 

 

 

 
 

Bic HSAds, owned by Ric White, bred by Bonnie Young, 2008 Caldwell ID 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dipper PT, owned by Hope and CeCe Glen, bred by Bonnie Young, 2009 Battle Ground WA 

 



 
Forrest HXAds, HSBd, owned by Suzanne Schwab, bred by Bonnie Young, 2009 Battle Ground WA 

 

 
 

Trip PT, owned by Eileen White, 2017 Olympia WA 

 



 
HTCH Truffle HXAds, HXBd, HIBs, owned by Suzanne Schwab, bred by Bonnie Young, Olympia 2018 

 

 

 

 
Elsa HSAd, HSBd, HSAsM owned and bred by Linda and Tanya Ward, 2021Olympia WA 

 

 

 

 
Louie HSAds, owned by Barb Flaherty, bred by Linda and Tanya Ward, 2023 Olympia WA 

 



 
Aiesu IT, owned by John and Suzi Czarnek, 2024 Olympia WA 

 

 

 
Harvey IT, bred by Sharen Hunley, 2024 Olympia WA 

 

 

Moxie Collies and Friends, Pre-Regionals Herding Camp, 2024 Olympia WA 



 

 
 

Bohdi IT, owned by Teri Liechty, bred by Melinda Barber, 2025 Olympia WA 

 

 

 

 
 

Torrey HXAs, HIDs, HSBs, owned by Suzanne Schwab, 2025 Olympia WA 

 

 

 

Ŋů°Ů ũŪů ťŰŮů Ŝ ťŪŝ; Ťů°Ů ůţŠ ŜũŞŤŠũů ŭţŴůţŨ Ūš ŮţŠūţŠŭş, şŪŢ, 

Ŝũş ŮţŠŠū, Ŝ şŜũŞŠ ŜŮ Ūŧş ŜŮ ůţŠ ţŤŧŧŮ. 



THE CROFTERôS DOG: 

A poem by A.G. McKenzie 

(Written 29th December 2022) 

 

Fluffy white-tipped tail, 

Flayed out in display of interest, 

Excitement combined with concentration, 

At the gathering work ahead. 

Focus of eyes into the wind, 

On a cool winterôs morning, 

With sunlight-dosed hillsides, 

To explore for the prize. 

Through crags and gullies of heather, 

And bracken stems by rocky stream sides, 

The work that would take many men, 

On the shoulders of one so small. 

But so fast and nimbly, 

The Crofterôs dog works, 

With his companions to find their friends, 

The cattle and sheep for gathering. 

Bringing them together on gentle slopes, 

Pushing them to the trackway, 

Men shout orders, 

That seem to have already been understood. 
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The movements are instinctive, 

The results are controlled, 

The beauty is in the effortlessness, 

Of the Crofterôs dogôs work. 

Once the track is reached, 

The control is intense, 

Until penned and gated, 

The beasts converse. 

Leaving them to their c¯ilidh, 

The reward is the calm, 

To lay by the fire, 

With warmth of the success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Andrew Grant McKenzie, the Highland Historian, for permission to use his 

beautiful poem. With a Master of arts Degree in Scottish Historical Studies from the University of 

Dundee and a poet°Ů ūŜŧŠůůŠ, ţŤŮ űŠŭŮŠŮ Ūũ ŔŞŪůůŤŮţ ţŠŭŤůŜŢe, Highland landscapes, and the search 

for meaning in the natural world, along with his work and knowledge as a researcher, historian, and 

tour guide, are absolutely worth a look-see on Facebook, HighlandHistorian and his website at 

www.highlandhistorian.com 

1906 Skye Crofter from the Mary Evans picture library 



Announcements and Brags 
 

 

 

ἡἰἷἿ ἠἱἶἯ ἡἽἫἫἭἻἻἭἻ 

ὝͯὩὶὭ ὒὭὩὧὬὸώ 

Kylo earned his rally intermediate, and 

Bodhi earned his RWD to a major at 

Ridgefield. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kylo 
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Welcoming Percy 

~ John and Susi Czarnek 

We are excited to have a new member of the 

family.  Introducing Percy é Glenelgôs Sir 

Perceval of Galles.  Our grateful thanks to Sharen 

and Mike Hunley for their dedication to the breed 

and this beautiful boy.  He has charmed us all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognition of Susi and John Czarnek 

~Sharen and Michael Hunley 

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to Susi and John Czarnek for their recent 

approval as rescue foster homes and transport drivers with Seattle Purebred Dog Rescue. Their 

willingness to help will be truly invaluable, and we are extremely grateful for their dedication 

and support. 

Additionally, Susi and John played a crucial part in the successful transfer of Chelsea to Idaho, 

ensuring a smooth and caring transition for her. Thank you, Susi and John, for your generous 

spirits and big hearts!! 

 

 



A Beautiful Litter 

~Sharen and Michael Hunley 

This fall, we had the wonderful experience of raising a healthy and beautiful litter of rough and 

smooth collies by LilyRose, Glenelgôs La Vie En Rose SRF. Each puppy has found a splendid 

home, and though saying goodbye is always bittersweet, we are filled with happiness for their 

new families. We wish them all the joy and success in their future endeavors, confident that 

these collies will bring as much happiness to their new homes as they receive in return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Thanks to                                   

Bobbie and Rusty 

~ Sherry McCauley 

I would like to thank Bobbie and Rusty 

Graves for inviting me over to their place 

to introduce me to the world of dog 

carting! They patiently answered countless 

questions, showed me all the ins and outs of 

their cart and harness, and even treated me 

to a live demonstration with sweet Tessa 

hitched up and ready to roll (pun intended!) 

It was sooooo cool, and I learned a great deal. 

Thank you, thank you! You are both amazing. Ш 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming Seren 

~ Sherry McCauley 

The McCauleys have welcomed a whirlwind of joy into their home, and 

sheôs a little force of nature! Presenting Seren, La Serenissima di 

Glenelg. I picked this photo because it perfectly captures her ñI can take 

on the worldò attitude. Hap and Poppy have fallen under her spell, too. 

Thank you, Sharen and Michael.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 Elsa IECC Rally RC Retirement Run 

~ Linda Ward 

GCH CH PACH2 RACH UCDX UROM Sinkona's Dream Catcher UD BN GN GO RM3 

RAE2 RC HSAd HSBd HSAsM MXP8 MXPG MJP10 MJPC PAX2 MFP T2BP CA BCAT 

CGC JHD GV ï ELSA  

10/04 ï Spokane Dog Training Club ï Rally Choice Q 4th Place ï RALLY CHOICE Title! 

11/07 ï Inland Empire Collie Club ï Rally Choice Q Collie 1st Place ï All-Breed 3rd Place ï 

Retirement Run 

 

 

 

Raining Accomplishments 

~ Ali Seeber Waite 

Sinkonaôs Winter Rain CGCï Rain 

11/14 WIKC/Collie Club of WA 

Designated Specialty ï RWB 

11/15 Collie Club of WA - RWB 

11/16 Whidbey Island KC ï RWB 

 

 

 


